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PALM BEACH COUNTY AMENDMENTS TO THE WIND AND FLOOD 
PROVISIONS OF THE 2010 FLORIDA BUILDING CODES 

 
 
 

FLORIDA BUILDING CODE - BUILDING 2010 EDITION 
 
 

SECTION 1609 WIND LOADS 
 
1609.1 Applications. Buildings, structures and parts thereof shall be designed to withstand 
the minimum wind loads prescribed herein. Decreases in wind loads shall not be made for the 
effect of shielding by other structures.  
 
All exterior wall coverings and soffits shall be capable of resisting the design pressures 
specified for walls for components and cladding loads in accordance with Section 1609.1.1. 
Manufactured soffits shall be labeled in accordance with Section 1715.9 of this code.  
 
Where reference is made to Figures 1609 A, B, or C, State of Florida Ultimate Design Wind 
Speed, Vult  (and Wind-Borne Debris Region) Maps for purposes of design basis, the specific 
information from Figures 1609.1 A, B, or C, Palm Beach County Ultimate Design Wind Speed 
Vult (and Wind-Borne Debris Region) Maps shall be utilized. Ultimate Design Wind Speeds Vult  
for Palm Beach County are dependent upon the Risk Category assigned to the building or 
structure, and range from 140 mph 3-second gust to 180 mph 3-second gust for Exposure 
Category C, in accordance with the American Society for Civil Engineer Standard ASCE/SEI 
(Structural Engineering Institute) 7-10, with the Exposure Category to be determined in 
accordance with Section 1609.4 of this code. Interpolation may be used to determine wind 
speeds, but not in the determination of the wind borne debris region. All of Unincorporated 
Palm Beach County is in the wind borne debris region.   
 
Because of the many wind speed lines (8) of the multiple Risk Categories, there are not 
appropriate physical landmarks to provide an accurate and orderly reflection of these 
boundaries. To determine the applicable wind speed of a particular parcel (where it is not 
immediately obvious), Palm Beach County has developed separate Geographic Information 
System (GIS) tools for each of the Risk Categories, available on the Building Division website 
at http://www.pbcgov.com/pzb/Building/Windspeed/index.htm 
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Figure 1609.1C - Palm Beach County 
Ultimate Design Wind Speeds -Risk Category I Buildings 
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Exposure categories to be utilized for design shall be in accordance with 
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BASIC \NINO SPEED. The basic wmd speed in miles per hour, for the 
development of wind loads, shall be determined from Ftgures 1609 1 A , B & C . 
The exact location of wind speed lines shall be established by local ordinance 
using recogn ized phystcallandmarks such as roads, canals, rivers and lake 
shores whenever possible. Because of the many wind speed lines of the 
multiple Risk categories. there are not appropriate physical landmarks to 
provide an accurate and order1y reflection of these boundanes. To determine 
the applicable wind speed of a particular parcel, Palm Beach County has 
developed separate Geographic Informat ion Systems (GIS) tools for each of 
the R1sk Categories, available on the Building Division website at 
http./IW'ww.pbcgCN.com/pzb/BuildingN'I/indspeedlindex.htm. 

WlNO..BORNE DEBRIS REGION Areas wrthrn hurricane-prone regrons 
located 
1. Wth1n 1 mile (1 61 km) of the coastal mean high water hne where the 
ultimate design w ind speed Vult rs 130 mph (48 mls) or greater; or 
2 In areas where the ultrmate desrgn wmd speed Vult IS 140 mph (53m/s) or 
greater Linear interpolation between contours may oot be ublized 
1n the determ1nahon of the VVind Borne Debris Region. All of Unmcorporated 
Palm Beach County is w1th1n the Wind Borne Debris Region 

For Rrsk Category II burk:hngs and structures and occupancy category Ill 
buildrngs and structures, except health care faCilities, the w1ndborne debns 
reg1on shall be based on F1gure 1609 1A For occupancy category rv bu1ld1ngs 
and stl\lctures and occupancy Il l health care facilitieS, the wind borne 
debns reg1on shall be based on F.gure 1609 1 B 

Figure 1609.1C Ultimate Design Wind Speeds, 
fo r Risk Category I Build ings and Other Structu res 
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Figure 1609.1C - Palm Beach County 
Ultimate Design Wind Speeds - Risk Category I Buildings 

Use 140 mph Use 150 mph 

PALM BEACH COUNTY AMENDMENTS TO THE 2010 FLORIDA BUILDI NG CODE. BUILDING 

Exposure categories to be utilized for design shall be in accordance with 
Section 1609.4 of the Florida Building Code. Building. 
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BASIC WIND SPEED The basic wind speed in miles per hour, for the 
development of wind loads, shalf be determined from Figures 1609 1 A , B & C 
The exact location of wind speed tines shall be established by local ordinance 
using recognil:e<,f phYSICal landmarks such as roads, canals, rivers and lake 
shores whenever possible. Because of the many wind speed lines of the 
multiple Risk Categories. there are 001 appropriate physical landmarks to 
proVIde an accurate and orderly reflection of these boundaries. To dete rmine 
the applicable wind speed of a particular parcel, Palm Beach County has 
developed separate GeographiC Information Systems (GIS) tools for each o f 
the Risk Categories, available on the Building DNision website at 
hnpJfwww.pbcgov.comlpzbl8ujldin~l.Mndspeedflndex .htm . 

WIND-BORNE DEBRIS REG ION Areas within hurlicane-prone regIOns 
_ ted 
1. Within 1 mile ( I 61 km) of the coastal mean high water hne where the 
ultimate design wind speed Vult IS 130 mph (48 mfs) or greater; or 
2. In areas where the ultimate design wind speed Vult IS 140 mph (53m/s) or 
greater. Unear interpolation between contours may not be ublized 
In the determination of the Wind Borne Debns Region. An of Unincorporated 
Palm Beach County is wrthln the Wind Bome Debris Region. 

For RISk Category II bUildings and structures and occupancy category III 
buildings and structures, except health care faCllrtie5, the wind borne debris 
region shall be based on Figure I Ei09 lA, For occupancy category IV buildings 
and struC1ures and occupancy III health care facilrtles , the wind borne 
deb/is region shall be based on Figure 1609.18 

Figure 1609.1C Ultimate Design Wind Speeds , 
for Risk Cat egory I Buildings and Other Structures 
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Figure 1609.1A - Palm Beach County 

Use 150 mph Use 160 mph 

Ultimate Design Wind Speeds -Risk Category II Buildings 
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BASIC WIND SPEED. The basic wind speed in m1les per hour, for the 
development of wind loads, shall be determined from Figures 1609.1 A , B & C. 
The exact location of wind speed lines shall be established by local ordinance 
using recognized physical landmarks such as roads, canals, rivers and lake 
shores whenever possible. Because of the many wind speed lines of the 
multiple Risk Categones, there are not appropnate physical landmarks to 
provide an accurate and order1y reflection of these boundaries. To determine 
the applicable wind speed of a part1cular parcel, Palm Beach County has 
developed separate Geographic Information Systems (GIS) tools for each of 
the Risk Categories, available on the Building Division website at 
http:ttw.tw.pbcgav.com/pzb/BuildingNVindspeedhndex.htm. 

WIND-BORNE DEBRIS REGION. Areas with1n hurncane-prone reg1ons 
located: 
1. Within 1 m11e (1.61 km) of the coastal mean high water l1ne where the 
ultimate design wind speed Vult 1s 130 mph (48 m/s) or greater, or 
2. In areas where the ultimate design wind speed Vult is 140 mph (53m/s) or 
greater. Linear interpolation between contours may not be utilized 
in the determination of the Wind Borne Debris Region. All of Unincorporated 
Palm Beach County is within the Wind Borne Debris Region. 

For Risk Category II buildings and structures and occupancy category Il l 
buildings and structures. except health care facil ities, the wind borne debri s 
region shall be based on Figure 1609.1A. For occupancy category IV buildings 
and st ructures and occupancy Ill health care facilities, the windborne 
debris region shall be based on F1gure 1609.1 B. 

Flgure1609.1A Ultimate Design Wind Speeds, 
for Risk Category II Buildings and Other Structures 

Notes. 
1 Values are nominal design 3· 
second gust winds speeds in miles 
per hour (rni'Sl at 33ft (10m) abaw'e 
"ovnd for E.xposore C category, 
2. linear interpolation between 
coontours Is perm1tted. 
3. Islands and coastal areas outside 
the last contoor shall use the last 
v.;nd speed contour of coastal 
area. 
4. Mountalnovs terrain, gorges, 
ocean promontories, and special 
'Nind regions shall be examined fcx 
unusual wind concitions. 
5 Wind speeds oonnesood to 
approximately a 7114 probability of 
exeeedance In 50 years (AnnuaJ 
Exceedance Probabitity = 0 00143, 
MRI = 700 years) 
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Figure 1609.1A - Palm Beach County 
Ultimate Design Wind Speeds - Risk Category II Buildings 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY AMENDMENTS TO THE 2010 FLORIDA BUILDI NG CODE, BUILDING 

Exposure categories to be utilized for design shall be in accordance with 
Section 1609,4 of the Florida Bui/ding Code. Building. 
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BASIC WIND SPEED. The baSIC Wlrrd speed in miles per hour, for the 
development of wind loads, shal l be determined from FilJ ures 1609.1 A, B & C 
The exact location of wind speed lines shall be established by Ioc<II ordinance 
using recognized physK:;(I l landmarks such as foods, canals. nvers and lake 
shores whenever possible. Because of the many wind speed lines of the 
multiple Risk Gate\1Ofies. there are nol appropMate physical landmarks to 
provioe an accurate and Ofder1y reflectiOn of these boUndaries. To determine 
the applicable wind speed of a particular parcel, Palm Beach County has 
developed separate Geographic Informaliorl Systems (GIS) tools for each of 
the Risk Categories, avaltable on the BlJl lding Division webs~e at 
httpiMww. pbcgO\' .comlpzbIBlJildingM'indspeed~ ndex.htm 

WIND-BORNE DEBRIS REGION Areas w~hin hlJrricane-prone reg ions 
located: 
1. Within 1 mile (1 .61 km) of the coastal mean high water line where the 
lJltlmate design wind speed VlJ~ Is 130 mph (48 mls) or greater, or 
2, In areas where the lJltlmate design wind speed VlJlt is 140 mph (53m/s) or 
greater. Linear interpolation between contolJrs may not be utilized 
In the determinati(lrl of the Wind Borne Debris Region, Al l 01 Unincorporated 
Palm Beach COunty is within the Wind Borne Debris Region 

For Risk Category II blJildings and structures and occlJpancy category III 
build ings and structures, except hea~h care facil~ ies, the w ind borne debris 
region shall be based on FiglJre 1609.1A. For occLlpancy calegory IV bUildings 
and structures and occlJpancy III health care faC ilities, the wind borne 
debris region shall be based on FiglJre 1609.1 B. 

Figure 1609.1 A Ultimate Design Wind Speeds, 
for Risk Category II BlJlidlngs and Other Structures 
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Figure 1609.1B - Palm Beach County 

Ultimate Design Wind Speeds -Risk Category Ill and IV Buildings 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY AMENDMENTS TO THE 2010 FLORIDA BUILDING CODE, BUILDING 

Exposure categories to be utilized for design shall be In accordance with 
Section 1609A of the Florida Building Code. Building. 
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E!ASIC W1ND SPEED The basoo Wind &peed on mo;e. per hour for the 
development ol wond loads shaft be determined from Fogures 1009 1 A 8 & C 
The e.aa locabOn ol wond speed ~nes shall be establoshed by local ordonance 
usong recognozed physocat landmarks 8\Jch M roads, canals nvers and lalce 
shores whenever possoble Because of the many Wind speed ~nes of tile 
mul~ple Ro&k categones, there are not appropoate physocal landmarks to 
pro111de an accurate and ordeo1y reflection of these bOUndaroes To determone 
111e applicable Wind speed or a particular parcel. Palm Beach County has 
developed separate Geographoc lnformabOn Systems (GIS) tools for each of 
the Rosk Categories available on the Buoldong Dlvosoon website at 
httpJ/www pbcgov com/pzb/BuildongM'Indspeed~ndex htm 

WINO-BORNE DEBRIS REGION Areas wothon humcan~tone regoons 
located 
1. Witt'dn 1 mole (1.61 km) of the coastal mean high waterline where the 
uttomate desognwond speed VUII os 130 mph (48mJs) or greater, or 
2. In areas where the ultimate design wind speed Vuft is 140 mph (53mJs) or 
greater. Linear 01terpotab0n between contours may not be utotozed 
in the determonatton of the VIAnd Some Oebns Reg ton Aft ol Unonoorporated 
Palm Beacll County is wllhon the Wind Some Debros Regoon 

For Rtsk category II butldlf(IS and structures and occtJpancy category Ill 
butldings and structures, except heafth care faotot>es, the wmdbOrne debns 
region shan be based on F~gure 1009 1A For occupancy category rv bulldmgs 
and structures and occupancy Ill health care facot~Jes theWJndborne 
debns region shall be based on FJQure 180918 

Figure 1609.1 B Ultimate Design Wind Speeds, 
for Risk Category tit and rv Buildings and Other Structures 
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Figure 1609.1B - Palm Beach County 
Ultimate Design Wind Speeds - Risk Category ttl and IV Buildings 

Use 160 mph Use 170 mph 

_.' __ .. c-..-,_c-., . .. ~ ..... _ ._._ ... _ .. "", __ .-,. 

PALM BEACH COUNTY AMENDMENTS TO THE 2010 FLORIDA BUILDING CODE, BUILDING 

Exposure earegon"es It) be utilized for design shllll be in accordance with 
s.ction 1609.4 of the Fforide Sui/ring Code, Builtfng. 
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WIND-BORNE CEBRIS R;EGIOtj Areas wit1wo hUrricane-tllOO'le Iegoon& .. "" 1 W"., 1 mile (I 61 km) cI tt1e coaotal "",an hrgh _er __ e ItIe 
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FLORIDA BUILDING CODE - BUILDING 2010 EDITION 
 
 
SECTION 1612 FLOOD LOADS 
 
1612.3 Establishment of flood hazard areas. To establish flood hazard areas, the applicable 
governing authority shall, by local floodplain management ordinance, adopt a flood hazard 
map and supporting data. The first Unincorporated Palm Beach County Floodplain 
Management Ordinance became effective January 31, 1979, and regular entry into the 
National Flood Insurance Program was February 1, 1979. The flood hazard map shall include, 
at a minimum, areas of special flood hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency in an engineering report entitled the “The Flood Insurance Study Wave 
Height Analysis for Palm Beach County, Florida Unincorporated Areas”  dated April 15, 1982, 
as amended or revised with the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) of 
Community Panels 1201920140A, 1201920150A, 1201920160A, 1201920170A, 
1201920180A, 1201920185A, 1201920200A and 1201929215A and those areas developed 
into lots or building sites without minimum floor elevations engineered from a master storm 
water drainage network, and Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related 
supporting data along with any revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and 
supporting data are hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this Section.  
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FLORIDA BUILDING CODE - RESIDENTIAL 2010 EDITION 
 
 

SECTION R301 DESIGN CRITERIA  
 
R301.1 Application. Buildings and structures, and all parts thereof, shall be constructed to 
safely support all loads, including dead loads, live loads, roof loads, flood loads and wind loads 
as prescribed by this code. The construction of buildings and structures in accordance with the 
provisions of this code shall result in a system that provides a complete load path that meets 
all requirements for the transfer of all loads from their point of origin through the load-resisting 
elements to the foundation. Buildings and structures constructed as prescribed by this code 
are deemed to comply with the requirements of this section. In TABLE R301.2 (1) and all other 
locations in this Code, where reference is made to Figure R301.2 (4) State of Florida Ultimate 
Design Wind Speeds, Vult (and Wind-Borne Debris Region) Map for purposes of design basis, 
the specific information from Figure 1609.1 A Palm Beach County Ultimate Design Wind 
Speed, Vult (and Wind-Borne Debris Region) Map Florida Building Code, Building shall be 
utilized. 
 
TABLE R301.2 (1) CLIMATIC AND GEOGRAPHIC DESIGN CRITERIA 
g. The applicable governing body shall, by local floodplain management ordinance, specify (a) 
the date of the jurisdiction’s entry into the National Flood Insurance Prog4ram (date of 
adoption of the first code or ordinance for management of flood hazard areas), (b) the date(s) 
of the Flood Insurance Study, and (c) the panel number and dates of all currently effective 
FIRM and FBFM, or other flood hazard map adopted by the authority having jurisdiction, as 
amended). The first Unincorporated Palm Beach County Floodplain Management Ordinance 
became effective January 31, 1979, and regular entry into the National Flood Insurance 
Program was February 1, 1979. The areas of special flood hazard are as identified by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency in an engineering report entitled the “The Flood 
Insurance Study Wave Height Analysis for Palm Beach County, Florida Unincorporated Areas”  
dated April 15, 1982, as amended or revised with the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRM) of Community Panels 1201920140A, 1201920150A, 1201920160A, 
1201920170A, 1201920180A, 1201920185A, 1201920200A and 1201929215A and those 
areas developed into lots or building sites without minimum floor elevations engineered from a 
master storm water drainage network, and Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and 
related supporting data along with any revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and 
supporting data are hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this Section.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


